
2022 VMA Compensation Survey Data

Meta-Data

Ready Regions Response Rate

Southwest 2

West 1

Southside 3

Central 6

Southeastern 4

Chesapeake 3

Capital Area 10

North Central 3

Blue Ridge 8

Public Funding & VQB5

Currently
Funded?

yes no

17 22

Practice Year 1 4 35

Practice Year 2 11 28

Infant Programs

Hourly 10 month 12 month

Assistants 3 0 2

Lead Guides 1 1 5

Min Mean Max

Assistants Starting Hourly 11/hr 13/hr 15/hr



Average Hourly 12/hr 14.33/hr 18/hr

Starting Salary 20,000 26,000 32,300

Average Salary 22,500 27,000 31,700

Lead Guides Starting Salary 20,300 30,7000 45,000

Average Salary 25,600 34,400 49,000

Toddler Programs

Hourly 10 month 12 month

Assistants 13 3 5

Lead Guides 1 10 13

Min Mean Max

Assistants Starting Hourly 12 16 22

Average Hourly 12 16 20

Starting Salary 20,000 28,700 35,600

Average Salary 24,600 29,500 33,900

Lead Guides Starting Hourly 25 25 25

Average Hourly - - -

Starting Salary 20,000 36,000 60,600

Average Salary 22,100 39,300 57,700

Children’s House Programs

Hourly 10 month 12 month



Assistants 13 4 9

Lead Guides 1 12 17

Min Mean Max

Assistants Starting Hourly 11/hr 15.90/hr 21/hr

Average Hourly 12/hr 15.90/hr 19/hr

Starting Salary 21,100 30,700 51,300

Average Salary 22,200 31,000 43,500

Lead Guides Starting Hourly 33/hr 33/hr 35/hr

Average Hourly 34/hr 34/hr 34/hr

Starting Salary 20,000 41,900 75,000

Average Salary 20,000 43,800 65,500

Lower Elementary Programs

Hourly 10 month 12 month

Assistants 7 3 4

Lead Guides 0 8 6

Min Mean Max

Assistants Starting Hourly 11/hr 15.65/hr 18/hr

Average Hourly 14/hr 17/hr 22/hr

Starting Salary 21,500 32,700 51,300

Average Salary 28,100 34,100 42,200

Lead Guides Starting Hourly - - -



Average Hourly - - -

Starting Salary 26,300 49,900 75,000

Average Salary 33,300 51,800 68,600

Upper Elementary Programs

Hourly 10 month 12 month

Assistants 5 1 6

Lead Guides 0 6 7

Min Mean Max

Assistants Starting Hourly 16/hr 17.25/hr 18/hr

Average Hourly 17/hr 17.75/hr 19/hr

Starting Salary 28,400 39,200 51,500

Average Salary 31,200 41,000 44,900

Lead Guides Starting Hourly - - -

Average Hourly - - -

Starting Salary 21,000 47,600 75,000

Average Salary 37,600 53,000 72,300

Middle School Programs

Hourly 10 month 12 month

Assistants 2 0 0

Lead Guides 0 2 3

Min Mean Max



Assistants Starting Hourly 10/hr 14.50/hr 19/hr

Average Hourly 12 12 12

Starting Salary - - -

Average Salary - - -

Lead Guides Starting Hourly - - -

Average Hourly - - -

Starting Salary 20,000 37,650 50,000

Average Salary 22,100 40,100 53,500












